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General Economic Development

Though some improvement in the condition of the depress-
ed classes is possible by giving effect to the ameliorative mea-
sures suggested above, no far-reaching changes may be expect-
ed without bringing about the general economic development
of the country. In other words, no substantial improvement in
their economic condition is possible without bringing about an
improvement in the condition of Indian masses in general. To
do so, concerted action in three directions'is necessary. First,
a vigorous policy of industrial and rural reconstruction to utilize
fully the resources of the country. Secondly, propaganda in
favour of birth-control to check an abnormal increase in popu-
lation. Unless cheap fool-proof contraceptives are popularized,
population is likely to go on increasing rapidly. Thirdly, educa-
tion in the widest sense of the term and encouragement of
social reform. Especially important is it to bring about a reduc-
tion of expenditure on social ceremonies.

Safeguards

Under the present conditions it would be desirable to have
a special board attached to the Central Government to act as
the 'guardian angel' of these people, Such a board should be
composed of the representatives of Provincial and Central Go-
vernments as well as those of the important depressed castes
and organizations engaged in the uplift of these people. Its
main function would be to review periodically the progress of
the depressed classes and to indicate the direction in which
special effort is needed. It can serve/ moreover, as a clearing
house of information concerning these people. Government
should also see to it that these people are adequately represent-
ed "in the public services. The Central Government and some
of the Provincial Governments have already issued instructions
to various recruiting bodies to show preference for depressed
class candidates whenever they are found to be suitable. But a
sufficient number of depressed class candidates of the requisite
standard is not likely to be forthcoming unless the number of
scholarships available for them is increased considerably. This
would look like subsidizing the education of these people by
the State, but that is exactly what appears to be necessary at